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formal third reading ; moving amendments, new clauses
adjournments, using analogies from the Constitution of the
United States, urging abstruse points of law, cross-examining,
speaking for hours on the insertion or omission of an adverb
or an adjective ; occasionally shouting with excitement or
indignation. He crossed swords with all the great Liberal
leaders of the Parliament, Gladstone, Sir Charles Russell,
Harcourt, and Haldane. Armed with his knowledge of
Ireland as he was, no new member had ever had a better
opportunity to learn the procedure of the House than had
Carson as he sat week after week, month after month, by
Balfour's side during the discussion of the Bill.
Feeling ran very high throughout these debates,  and
finally exploded in one of the most extraordinary scenes that
can ever have taken place in the House of Commons. The
whole weary committee stage, in which a Bill is discussed and
amended in detail, line by line, and clause by clause, was
about to be concluded, and the long debate was to close
automatically at 10 p.m. Joe Chamberlain was describing
the blind obedience of the Liberal Party to Mr. Gladstone.
" Never since the time of Herod has there been such slavish
adulation," he said. The House was angry and excited at
the end of these long discussions, and ready to take up a
Biblical allusion. "Judas, Judas," shouted T. P. O'Connor
at the man by whose action Home Rule had been made
impossible eight years before. Almost simultaneously, ten
o'clock struck, and the chairman put the question for the
last division on the committee stage. But Mr. Vicary Gibbs,
a Tory member, " seated and covered/' according to custom
which binds all members who wish to address the chair after
a division has been called and before the result has been
declared, asked for " the words to be taken down " as a
point of order. The chairman, in the uproar, " had not
heard " the words, and many of the Unionists refused to
pass from the chamber into the division lobby till action
was taken ; among these was Carson, who lounged on the
Opposition Front Bench, provocatively shouting, " Gag,
gag," in chorus with others, the customary Parliamentary
protest of any Opposition submitted to the tyranny of "the